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MISSION STATEMENT

INTRODUCTION

To cultivate students’ capacity for literary analysis and 

interpretation, critical thinking, independent thinking and 

original literary research.  
To develop students’ ability to express themselves clearly 

in various kinds of writing through the reading, discussion 

and analysis of literary works.

To give students a greater understanding of different 

cultures and a more open, international world-view through 

the reading, discussion and analysis of literary works.

The focus of this program is on English and American 

literature which is supplemented by training in the practical 

use of English. In the first place, this makes sense in terms of 

our graduates’ most likely future jobs: many of them will teach 

English in high schools or colleges, some will become editors 

or translators of English-language materials, and some 

become employees in government institutions by passing 

the civil service examination. In the second place, insofar as 

practical English training includes training in various types 

of English writing (including journalistic and creative writing), 

this program will benefit students’ research and publications 

in the fields of English and American literature.

FEATURES

The Graduate Institute of English Language and Literature 

was established in October, 1968, originally as the English 

Literature Section of the Graduate School of Western 

Literature. The new name has been in use since the academic 

year 1998-99. In addition to in-depth studies in the fields of 

English and American literature, there will also be courses in 

the following areas: the relations and interactions between 

literature and philosophy, literature and society, Chinese 

literature and foreign literatures, literature and culture, and the 

practical uses or applications of literature. All of these areas 

of research aim at improving our graduates’ competence in 

English in various careers, academic and otherwise.

Graduates of colleges or universities with bachelor's 

degrees in English

Students with an equivalent education

ADMISSION
1

2

Students who have studied in Departments of English 

or other Foreign languages

Graduates of colleges or universities with bachelor’s 

degrees who majored in other subjects

Students who have passed the Special Examinations 

for Diplomatic and Consular Personnel

College/university graduates admitted on the basis of their 

equivalent education may be required to take the undergraduate 

British Literature course, depending on individual cases.
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Literary Criticism & 

Theories: from Plato to 

Nietzsche

Contemporary Literary 

Criticism

Research Methods and 

Thesis Writing

Advanced Writing in 

English

2 Credits

2 Credits

2 Credits

2 Credits

This course spans more than two thousand years of Western literary theory and 

criticism. We will discuss discourses from the past to the present; selections 

include important texts on mimetic theories as well as pragmatic, expressive and 

objective theories.

This course will examine literary theories and criticism after Nietzsche. We 

will discuss important discourses on cultural studies, deconstruction, post-

structuralism, feminism, Marxism, post-colonialism, semiotics, psychoanalysis, 

etc.

This course will develop students' ability to interpret short literary texts in original 

and creative ways, based on close readings of the text and a consideration of 

both critical and theoretical approaches to this same text; the MLA format for 

academic papers will also be taught. Students will write three papers.

This course aims to: 1) enhance learners’ overall EFL writing proficiency; 

2) enlarge learners’ vocabulary and phrases and use these accurately and 

appropriately in their writing; 3) enrich learners’ knowledge of syntax thus 

improving their ability to form well-structured sentences; 4) familiarize learners 

with the skills and stylistics of writing research papers for literary purposes. 

COURSE INFORMATION

REQUIRED COURSES
    Course                               Unit                  Course Description

The minimum required credits for the M.A. program are 30 in addition to the M.A. thesis. 8 of these credits are for required 

courses. Every semester, each graduate student should take courses amounting to a total of 2 to 12 credits. 

A TOFEL IBT score of 79 or above, or a passing grade on any equivalent exam, e.g. TOFEL ITP 550, 

IELTS 5.5, etc., is also required for the M.A. degree.

PROGRAM STRUCTURE 

ELECTIVE COURSES

Special Studies in 20th 

Century English Poetry

Postmodern Fiction

Studies in Classic 

Drama

2 Credits

2 Credits

2 Credits

This seminar focuses on the works of English poets from 1970 onwards. Topics 

for discussion include post-romanticism, colonialism, feminism, post-modernism, 

language strategy, ecology, etc.

The purpose of this course is to acquaint students with the historical (16th-18th 

century) background, basic philosophical issues and narrative strategies of 

postmodern fiction or metafiction.

All those taking English as a Major should have a basic knowledge of Classical 

Drama from the beginning of Western civilization. Classical Drama is important 

because its assumptions about human dignity and conscience influenced later 

writings on the human spirit, especially the high tragedies of the Renaissance.

    Course                               Unit                  Course Description
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Special Topics in Joyce

Contemporary 

American Fiction

Special Topics 

in Contemporary 

American Poetry

Studies in Modern 

Drama

Culture and Literature

Studies in 20th Century 

Women Poets

Theory of Novel

Modernist Literature

19th and 20th 

Centuries American 

Women Novelists

Topics in the American 

Renaissance 

1835-1870

2 Credits

2 Credits

2 Credits

2 Credits

2 Credits

2 Credits

2 Credits

2 Credits

2 Credits

2 Credits

The Joyce canon has gained a secure position in modern literature.  This course 

is designed to clarify aspects of Joyce’s writings on different levels, including the 

basic and major theoretical issues concerning the works, with a focus on recent 

developments in Irish cultural and historical studies. 

This course examines a selection of contemporary works of American fiction in 

historic, aesthetic and social contexts. Reading material covers both literary texts 

and critical essays which are discussed alternately. The instructor will explore the 

relationship between contemporary American literature and the world Americans 

live in.

The seminar analyzes the important works of contemporary American poets from 

1970 onwards. Topics for discussion include feminism, modernism, language 

strategy, confessional tradition, ecological perspectives, colonialism, post-

modernism, etc. 

A critical approach is vital for understanding all literary works, including drama. 

The use of proper analytic skills facilitates a profound understanding and 

appreciation of the nuances of a play. It also encourages ready and articulate 

expression.

This course offers contrasting perspectives on the interdisciplinary field of 

literature and culture, which is treated as the signifying practices of representation.  

That is, it tries to relate intellectual products and producers to their social 

conditions of existence, with a view to setting the most diverse things in rigorous 

perspectives.

This course aims to discuss the works of some outstanding women poets in 

England and America since the 1960s. Topics included for investigation are 

language strategy, poetic device, feminist perspectives, postmodernism, female 

subjectivity, etc. Selected English poets are Stevie Smith, Eavan Boland, Wendy 

Cope, and Carol A. Duffy. 

The aim of this course is to familiarize students with the nature, history and 

development of the modern (and postmodern) European and American novel, and 

various narrative genres (both traditional and contemporary).

The Modernist movement of the late nineteenth- and early twentieth centuries 

constituted a literary and cultural revolution, most notably its break with realism. 

This course offers a comprehensive introduction to the movement with original 

analyses of key Modernist texts, critically informed and engaging.

This course will examine canonical feminist theories and narratives by American 

women writers, putting the concepts of gender identity, the Women’s Question , 

and women’s movements under scrutiny.

In this course we will discuss, especially with regard to their uniquely American 

qualities, some Hawthorne stories; Poe’s short fiction, essays and poetry; 

Whitman’s and Dickinson’s poetry; and Melville’s novella, Bartleby.

    Course                               Unit                  Course Description
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Special Studies in 

Science Fiction

Special Studies in 

Nietzsche

Discourse Analysis

Translation Theories 

and Cross-Cultural 

Issues

Eighteenth-century 

British Novels

2 Credits

2 Credits

2 Credits

2 Credits

2 Credits

The aim of this course is to introduce the genre of science fiction through a 

historical overview, discussion of the connections with fantasy and horror fiction, 

and the close reading of specific texts with the emphasis on themes of time (distant 

past/distant future), space (on earth/in space), utopian/ dystopian visions, ecology, 

religion, robot/cyborg/human “identity” and post humanism.

The purpose of this course is to introduce the revolutionary thinking of Nietzsche, 

a late nineteenth-century German philosopher who reacted against virtually all of 

his philosophical predecessors and in many ways predicted the poststructuralist 

(and postmodernist) thought of the late twentieth century. The focus will be on 

Nietzsche's major themes, including the will to power, the eternal return, master/

slave morality, "truth as a woman" (the deceptiveness or metaphoricity of truth, the 

fictionality of logic) and art as a combination of Dionysian chaos and Apollonian 

form. In the early weeks of the semester, we will look at the Western philosophical 

background against which Nietzsche is largely reacting and, in the final weeks, 

we will look briefly at his influence on major poststructuralist thinkers like Derride, 

Foucault, Cixous and Deleuze.

This course is intended to familiarize the students with issues commonly discussed 

in discourse studies and enable them to acquire the necessary knowledge 

and skills for analyzing how language is used in various textual contexts. The 

contents of the course, chosen from a number of textbooks, mainly cover the 

structural features of various types of texts and how these texts may be shaped by 

contextual, social or cultural factors. The classes will consist of lectures from the 

instructor on a certain topic and discussions of the topic with the students. The 

students are expected to both read and write assignments during the course, and 

at the end of the course, write a term paper on an issue of their choice.

Although students have received some rudimentary training in translating literary 

as well as non-literary texts at undergraduate or graduate level, they are often 

unaware of the theoretical aspects of translation, especially issues that involve 

cross-cultural communication, production, norm, institution and power. This course 

is designed to guide students through the contemporary theories of translation 

and help them ruminate on major cultural and cross-cultural issues that might arise 

in the production and dissemination of translated texts. We will look at major texts 

that deal with traditional views of translation, equivalence and equivalence effect, 

translation shift, functional theories of translation, systems theories, gender issues 

in translation, postcolonial theories of translation and other more philosophical 

approaches to translation. The theories we will discuss include those of Alexander 

Tytler, Friedrich Schleiermacher, Roman Jacobson, Eugine Nida, Hans J. Vermeer, 

Antoine Berman, Gayatri Spivak, Walter Benjamin, Jacque Derrida, Itamar Even-

Zohar, André Lefevere, Lawrence Venuti, Douglas Robinson, and others. The 

course will include at least one or two case studies in order to help students 

understand how the theories may be applied in the analyses and critiques of 

translated texts and translational phenomena.

The eighteenth century is a fascinating period of cultural and literary change, 

giving rise to the modern individual and new forms of cultural consumerism, in 

which the newspaper and the novel led the fashion.

    Course                               Unit                  Course Description
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Cultural Consumption 

in Literature

Structuralism and Post-

structuralism

2 Credits

2 Credits

This course will offer theoretical analyses and empirical evidence, specifically in 

literature, of how human beings find scope for self-expression in consumption, 

which revolves around the conceptualization and understanding of human 

autonomy and individuality.

In this course we will first briefly explore the ideas of being/nothing/becoming, 

self and the world in early Greek philosophy, Kant and Hegel. We will also explore 

the foundations of French structuralism and poststructuralism in Saussure and 

Nietzsche. We will then look at the basic theories of Barthes, Derrida, Foucault, 

Lacan, Cixous, Kristeva and French feminism with the focus on the key concepts/ 

problems of difference, lack of center, the indeterminate self, language, meaning, 

repetition, discourse, power, desire and gender. We will engage in some 

poststructuralist readings of literary texts. 

    Course                               Unit                  Course Description


